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Rumney Models 42T Strip Coil Wagon Instructions 

 

Second Impression ï December 2013 

 

These instructions cover kits C.01 and C.02 

 

Prototype Notes 

 

The 42T Strip coil wagons were built in two batches and had quite a convoluted history, 

at least initially. 

 

1/401 lot 2209  Swindon   1950 B949000-949034 

1/403 lot 3014  Head Wrightson  1957 B949035-949049 

1/407 converted from 1/401    1955 B949000-949020 & B949022-949034 

 

The initial batch of 35 wagons was built by Swindon in 1950 under lot 2209 to what 

became diagram 1/401. These were unfitted, had GWR heavy duty bogies and 1ô6ò GWR 

self contained, heavy duty buffers. They were built with wood lined sides and floor and 

worked from Abbey Works at Port Talbot in South Wales. These wagons are covered by 

kit C.02. 

 

In 1955 the coil support arrangement was changed which resulted in a new diagram being 

issued for these vehicles: 1/407. The wood lining was not a great idea and was also 

removed at this time. 

 

Also in 1955 B949021 was converted to diagram 1/406. This was quite a substantial 

conversion and what emerged was the forerunner to the cradle fitted wagons such as the 

Coil V, E and G. In his book óBritish Railway Wagons ï the first half millionô Don 

Rowland states that this was later converted to 1/407 along with the other 1/401s but 

given the nature of the conversion Iôm not sure if this actually happened. There is a 

picture of this wagon in óAn Illustrated History of BR Wagons Volume 1ô by Bartlett, 

Larkin, Mann, Silsbury and Ward. 

 

The 1/407 vehicles were followed by 15 very similar wagons in 1957 to diagram 1/403 

under lot 3014. These were built by Head Wrightson, were vacuum braked and had BR 

plate bogies. Externally they were virtually identical to the 1/407s except for the fitting of 

vacuum brake gear and modifications to the GWR self contained buffers which were 

extended using wooden plates to 1ô8İò. The internal dimensions were slightly larger 

(this probably had something to do with the fact that the sides werenôt designed to be 

wood lined) but these can be measured in fractions of an inch and so for the purposes of 

the kit can be ignored 

 

In 1958 the 34 diagram 1/407 vehicles were given vacuum brakes as per the 1/403 

vehicles. The fleet remained largely unaltered from this point onwards. Kit C.01 covers 

both the unfitted and fitted 1/407 and the 1/403 vehicles. 
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Usage in Traffic  

 

It seems that at least initially these wagons were used for conveying steel coils from 

Abbey Works at Port Talbot to various tinplate works around South Wales including 

Velindre, Tostre and Ebbw Vale. They seemed to have generally operated in rakes 

initially on their own and later with the diagram 1/411 45T Slab coil wagons.  

Withdrawals began in the late 1970s but some could still be seen working to Shotton in 

the early eighties supplying the galvanising works there. 

 

Acknowledgements 

 

A big thank you must go to Paul Bartlett for his help in the preparation this kit. If you 

havenôt come across the wonderful resource for BR wagon photos that is Paul Bartlettôs 

website then I would thoroughly recommend a visit to: 

http://paulbartlett.zenfolio.com/ 

In its pages you will find some photos of the Strip Coils including photos of the coil 

supports. 

 

 
 

 

Notes on diagrams 1/401 and 1/407 

 

The 1/401 vehicles, as built, had extra rivet detail when compared to the 1/407 and 1/403 

types. This was connected with the wood lining that they were fitted with. When the 

wood lining was removed the rivets were also removed. The holes for the rivets remained 

though and can just about be seen on some photographs of 1/407 examples. They were 

very small though and would have been somewhere between 3/8ò and 1/2ò in diameter. 

This scales out at 0.125-0.175mm or 0.005-0.007ò which is why I didnôt attempt to etch 

them. Also they werenôt there on the 1/403s. However if you really wanted a challenge 

you could use a rivet press to give the impression of them. Fig. (i) shows where they were 

located. The arrangement was consistent throughout the body except for the extra holes at 

the corners.  

 

http://paulbartlett.zenfolio.com/
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Construction Notes 

 

The construction of kits C.01 and C.02 is basically the same. Any differences will be 

noted as we go along. 

 

Read through the instructions first and familiarise yourself with the components. 

Drawings and photographs taken during the construction of the test etches are included to 

attempt to make my waffle clearer. Note that not all the photos are from chassis covered 

by this set of instructions but they will suitably illustrate the point in question. 

 

All fold lines are through 90° with the fold line on the inside unless stated otherwise. 

 

Everyone has their own soldering methods. I now use a temperature controlled soldering 

iron with predominantly 145° solder and La-Co paste flux. For a long time I used an 

Antex 18W soldering iron on virtually everything with few problems. 

 

Check all holes before removing parts from the fret. The drawing process for etching if 

you use a CAD program as I do is extremely accurate but the actual etching process itself 

not an exact science. If the fret is slightly over etched then there is no problem but if they 

are under etched the holes will need enlarging. I find that this is easiest to do before 

removing parts from the fret. The hole sizes will be noted at the appropriate points. 

 

Materials L ist 

 

Bogies for the 1/403 vehicles are fairly straightforward. They had BR plate bogies with 

oil axle boxes. I used Cambrian sideframes with Masokits compensated bogies for mine. 

I prefer springs to compensation but the Masokits freight bogies work very well. The 

straight Cambrian kit (C68) could be used or Bachmann make an RTR version if you 

donôt mind rigid bogies. Nuts and bolts may be required for the bogies but what sort will 

depend on the bogie. Masokits and Cambrian kits come complete with them.  

 

The bogies for the 1/401-1/407 vehicles are a bit more problematic. They had heavy duty 

bogies with scallop shell oil axleboxes and no holes. No one, as far as I am aware, does 

this type. I have measurements and photographs for the correct type bogie and will try 

and do some castings at some point.  

 

Wheels were 3ô1İò 3-hole disc. 

 

Buffers on all the Strip Coils were GWR 6 rib self contained, heavy duty types with 16ò 

heads. The fitted vehicles had a wooden plate sandwiched between the back of the buffer 

and headstock to extend them to 1ô8İò. Lanarkshire Model Supplies do the correct type 

(B023) which is available pre-drilled if fitting sprung heads. I would definitely 

recommend the pre-drilled option on any of their self contained buffers as drilling them 

out for 2.5mm buffer shanks really requires some specialist equipment. In terms of 

quality they are the best around. For using on fitted vehicles I extended the buffers by 

gluing 0.030ò plasticard to the back of the buffer and filling to shape once dry.  
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You will also require couplings to complete and vacuum pipes if building a fitted vehicle. 

Lanarkshire model supplies do the correct swan neck type which is very nice. For 

couplings I use Masokits coupling hooks and either Exactoscale 3 links or Masokits 

screw couplings. The Exactoscale products are available through C&L. 

 

Vacuum cylinders will be needed if constructing a fitted 1/407 or 1/403. I use ABS 

castings with the recess in the bottom of them filled in. There is a gap in the market for 

decent cast vacuum cylinders though. 

 

A couple of different sizes of wire are needed to build the chassis. Eileenôs Emporium are 

good source for these and they do a mixed sizes pack if you donôt want to buy large 

quantities of each. They also do nuts and bolts if required for the bogies. 

 

0.31mm - Brakegear, axle guards 

0.7mm   - Brakegear and alignment pins   

 

You will need plastic section to construct the coil supports on 1/403 and 1/407 vehicles. 

This will be covered in detail later in the instructions. 

 

Contact details for the above suppliers can be found at the end of these instructions. 

 

Component list 

 

Note that not all components are on both kits. 

 

1 ï Body base 

2 ï Outer side overlays 

3 ï Outer end overlays 

4 ï Side stanchion overlays 

5 ï Side stanchion angle pieces  

6 ï Side stanchion overlays (for stanchion above brake lever) 

7 ï Side stanchion angle pieces (for stanchion above brake lever) 

8 ï End stanchion overlays 

9 ï End stanchion angle pieces 

10 ï Corner overlays 

 

11 ï Inner side overlays 

12 ï Inner end overlays 

 

13 ï Chassis base 

14 ï Solebars 

15 ï Solebar overlays (unfitted wagons) 

16 ï Solebar overlays (fitted wagons) 

17 ï Bogie pivot plates 
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18 ï Corner plates 

19 ï Coupling pockets 

20 ï Kit C.01 solebar detailing (see list A and Fig. (ii)) 

 

21 ï Unfitted brake vees 

22 ï Fitted brake vees 

23 ï Kit C.01 brake gear fittings and levers (see list B and Fig. (ii i)) 

24 ï Vacuum cylinder actuators  

25 ï Brake lever guards 

26 ï Safety loops 

 

27 ï Lamp Irons 

28 ï BR swan neck vacuum pipe brackets 

 

29 ï Detailing strips for floor 

30 ï Manhole 

 

31 ï Kit C.02 Detailing parts (see list C and Fig. (iv)) 

32 ï Kit C.02 Brake levers and washers 

 

List A ï See Fig. (ii) 

 

A1 ï Builders plates 

A2 ï Label Clips 

A3 ï Wooden blocks 

 

List B ï See Fig. (iii) 

 

B1 ï Bogie linkage crank 

B2 ï Bogie linkage bracket 

B3 ï Fitted brakegear linkage 

B4 ï Overlays for fitted brakegear linkage 

B5 ï Brake lever actuators 

B6 ï Brake levers 

B7 ï Brake lever washers 

 

List C ï See Fig (iv) 

 

C1 ï Builders plates 

C2 ï Label Clips 

C3 ï Wooden blocks 

C4 ï Bogie linkage crank 

C5 ï Bogie linkage bracket 

C6 ï Brake lever actuators 
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Kit C.01 Sheet 1 
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Kit C.01 Sheet 2 
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Kit C.01 Sheet 1 
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Kit C.01 Sheet 2 
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Construction 

 

Body 

 

The body is constructed first. The basic idea is that the outer sides are soldered to the flat 

body base along with the rivet detail overlays and stanchions and then folded up. The 

same procedure is applied to the ends to complete the open box that it is. The inner 

overlays will then be added to complete. 
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If constructing C.01 remove the detailing parts (20) and (21) from the body base (1) 

making a note of what the parts are. Keep them safe for later.  

 

Remove the body base (1) from sheet 2. 

 

When adding the outer detail it is important that it is soldered to the correct side of the 

body base. The overlays should be soldered to the side of the body base without the half 

etched fold lines on. I soldered everything to the wrong side when I initially built the test 

etch and had to take everything off again before redoing it all. The photographs show the 

overlays being soldered to the wrong side. I did end up with some very nice prototypical 

dents in the sides as a result of fixing this mistake but there are quicker ways to achieve 

this!  

 

Remove the outer side overlays (2) from the fret along with the side stanchion overlays 

(4) and side stanchion angle pieces (5). Using the side stanchion angle pieces to aid 

alignment locate one of the outer side overlay to the body base making sure the overlay is 

on the correct side of the body base as outlined above. When happy with the alignment 

solder in place making use of the rectangular holes in the sides of the body base whilst 

making sure that the angle pieces arenôt soldered in place. Repeat with the other side.  

 

Remove the angle pieces and then use them to pin the side stanchion overlays over the 

outer side overlays/ body base. Donôt do the side stanchion overlay that goes above the 

brake lever (6) at the moment. See photographs and Fig. 2b. Solder the side stanchion 

overlays and angle pieces in place as you go along.  

 

Once all the side detail is complete fold the two sides through 90°. If constructing C.02 

then the reinforcing pieces on the tops of the sides need folding at this point. On kit C.01 

they are located on the inner side overlays. 

 

 


